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Richard J. A. Talbert 
(Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA) 

To historical geographers of classical antiquity,' the year 1887 is 
memorable for Konrad Miller's publication of Die Weltkarte des Cas- 
torius genannt die Peutingersche ~afel:  It initiates a new stage in the 
study of the map, a very productive stage moreover, that is only now 
coming to be superseded. Miller termed the book an "einleitender 
Text," designed to serve as "Gmndlage und Vorarbeit" for a commen- 
tary to follow. The next year, 1888, as an accompaniment to the book, 
he published the lithograph Die Peutingersche Tafel, based on earlier 
representations of the map, but (he claims, with reason) notably more 
acc~ra te .~  It is a single piece in color, with a format approximately 
two-thirds of the original map's size.4 Thereafter, Miller did not move 
immediately to completion of the ~ornmentary,~ but instead considered 
it more important to devote his next efforts to medieval mappaemundi. 

' It is a privilege to present this contribution in honor of Prof. Dr. ECKART OLS- 
HAUSEN, who has for long taken a leading role in the advancement of historical geog- 
raphy, for which we are all in his debt. His Einfiihrung in die historische Geographie 
der alten Welt (Darmstadt, 1991) remains a model synthesis. Due tribute is paid to his 
recognition of the importance of Konrad Miller's work in the introduction to the 1988 
reprint of Itineraria Romana written by Miller's grand-niece, GERTRUD HUSSLEIN. 

Maier, Ravensburg. 
Also from Maier, Ravensburg. For a fuller description, see R. TALBERT, "Cartogra- 

phy and taste in Peutinger's Roman map," in id. and K. BRODERSEN (eds.), Space in 
the Roman World: its Perception and Presentation, 1 1 3 4 1  (LIT, Miinster, 2004) at 
13437 .  

It was reissued in 1892 by the British publisher Williams and Norgate (London and 
Edinburgh) as Map of the World by Castorius generally known as Peutinger's Tabula, 
with a single-page "Description". My thanks to R.W.B. Salway for bringing this reis- 
sue to my attention; surprisingly, the only copy that he or I know of is in the Library 
of Congress, Washington, DC. 

Much later, in the Vorrede (p. 111) to Itineraria Romana (see n. 8 below), he was to 
claim that by 1887 "Der Kommentar zur Tabula war schon damals in Entwurfe fer- 
tig." 
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Accordingly, he issued facsimiles (with transcriptions and comments) 
that appeared in five fascicles during 1895 and 1896.6 A sixth and fi- 
nal fascicle followed in 1898, where Miller boldly reconstructs Roman 
maps or worldviews of the first to seventh centuries A.D.' Among 
them is what he terms "Das 1. Segment der Tabula Peutingeriana 
(Castori)," the lost western end of the Peutinger map. [Fig. 11 The di- 
mensions (40 cm long x 22 high) of this reconstruction are intended to 
match the format of the 1888 Die Peutingersche Tafel, although - for 
whatever reason - its color palette (blue, light-brown, black) does not. 

Miller's great commentary Itineraria Romana: Romische Reise- 
wege an der Hand der Tabula Peutingeriana dargestellt8 - which 
eventually appeared in 1916 - reproduces pieces of the 1898 recon- 
struction, although at reduced size and lacking color.9 To accompany 
the commentary, Die Peutingersche Tafel was reissued at the same 
time1' with 16 pages of text, albeit with its lithographed reproduction 
of the map reduced to half the size of the original (from two-thirds), 
and also lacking color; however, the 1898 reconstruction is now inte- 
grated with it to form the western end. The reconstruction appears 
likewise in the 1929 reprint of Die Peutingersche Tafel, and again in 
the 1962 reissue;" in this latter the 1888 palette is restored to the map 
proper, but the reconstructed western end continues to lack color. 

Mappaemundi: die altesten Weltkarten, Roth, Stuttgart. 
' A full appendix on the Madaba mosaic map is included (148-54); this is further 
testimony to Miller's energetic alertness, since the first scholarly reports of the map 
only appeared the previous year. In M. PICCIRILLO AND E. ALLIATA (eds.), The Mad- 
aba Map Centenary 1897-1997. Travelling through the Byzantine Umayyad Period 
(Studium Biblicum Franciscanurn, Jerusalem, 1998), Y. MEIMARIS, "The discovery of 
the Madaba mosaic map: mythology and reality," 25-36 evidently overlooks Miller's 
appendix, and E. WEBER, "The Tabula Peutingeriana and the Madaba map," 4 1 4 6  is 
incorrect in stating: "Strangely enough, he [Miller] seems to have known nothing 
about the Madaba Map" (43 n. 8). 

STRECKER and SCHRODER, Stuttgart. Much of the 1887 text is repeated in section I of 
the Allgemeiner einleitender Teil (XIII-LIII). 

Cols. 3 4 , 2 7 ,  14749,887-89,946. 
'O Also by STRECKER and SCHRODER, Stuttgart. 
'I 1929 also by STRECKER and SCHRODER, Stuttgart; 1962 by Brockhaus, Stuttgart. 
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Miller's reconstruction has since been reproduced by others, with 
varying degrees of caution. Notably, weberI2 is skeptical of its value, 
although most recently Magini in Tabula Peutingeriana: Le Antiche 
Vie del Mondo (2003) describes the western end as "attendibilmente 
ricostruita dal ~ i l l e r . " ' ~  This latter volume includes a foldout map 
which retains the appearance of the 1962 Die Peutingersche Tafel, but 
with the size of the entire image returned to that offered in 1888 (two- 
thirds of the original).I4 

Miller plainly undertook the reconstruction with his customary en- 
ergy and self-confidence, believing that it presented "keine grossen 
~ c h w i e r i ~ k e i t e n . " ~ ~  In some respects his optimistic assessment was 
justified. For the principal regions missing - Britain, North Africa, 
Spain - ample data were indeed available from such varied sources as 
the Antonine Itinerary, the Ravenna Cosmographer, and Roman mile- 
stones, and he exploited all these with skill.I6 My present concern is 
not to re-examine this aspect of his reconstruction. Instead, my pur- 
pose is to reflect upon his flawed regard for the map's design and 
presentation by its original maker, whoever he was. In all fairness to 

l 2  E. WEBER, Tabula Peutingeriana, Codex Vindobonensis 324: Kommentar (Akade- 
mische Druck-u. Verlaganstalt, Graz, 1976), Abb. 5 with p. 13. 
l 3  M. MAGINI, LiIn viaggio lungo le strade della Tabula Peutingeriana," in F. 
PRONTERA (ed.), Tabula Peutingeriana: Le Antiche Vie del Mondo, 7-15 (Olschki, 
Florence, 2003) at 7. 
l 4  However, the decision to glue the image at its righthand end, not its lefthand (as in 
all the previous publications), disadvantages the user who wishes to unfold the entire 
map or to examine its righthand end. 
15 Mappaemundi, Heft VI. 90. "Nicht schwer," he later says of reconstructing the 
Iberian peninsula in the 191 6 reissue of Die Peutingersche Tafel(7). 
l 6  The Astorga clay tablets (of questionable authenticity) surfaced too late: see J.M. 
ROLDAN HERVAS, Itineraria Hispana (Universities of Valladolid and Granada, 1975), 
chap. 8, with updating by A. R ~ D R ~ G U E Z  COLMENERO et al., Miliarios e Outras In- 
scricions Viarias Romanas do Noroeste Hispanic0 (Consello da Cultura Galega, 
Santiago de Compostela, 2004), 26-28. Given the interest in Arab maps which Miller 
developed towards the end of his life, he would have especially valued the map in the 
recently discovered anonymous Islamic Book of Curiosities (c. 1020-1050) which 
includes an itinerary Toledo-Lisbon-Cordoba-Almeria (without distance figures). See 
E. .EDSON and E. SAVAGE-SMITH, Medieval Views of the Cosmos (Bodleian Library, 
Oxford, 2004), fig. 39, with further discussion by E. SAVAGE-SMITH, "Memory and 
maps," in F. DAFTARY and J.W. MERI (eds.), Culture and Memory in Medieval Islam: 
Essays in Honour of Wilferd Madelung, 109-27 (Tauris, London and New York, 
2003). 














